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2010

Community Dashboard 2010 provides an over-
view of the social health and well-being of 
Austin and Travis County.  By tracking the in-
dicators in this report we identify areas where 
collective attention and action are needed. 

The Community Dashboard will be updated anu-
ally by the Community Action Network. The CAN 
Partners represent many of the agencies and 
organizations in Austin and Travis County that 
provide resources to enhance the social, health, 
educational and economic well-being of Central 
Texas. The CAN Board of Directors is comprised 
of elected board members and executive leaders 
of the 17 CAN Partner organizations. The CAN 
partners understand that making significant 
improvements requires first knowing where we 
stand as a community and second agreeing 
on what we want to do together to improve it.

Austin Area Interreligious Ministries

Austin Chamber of Commerce

Austin Community College

Austin Independent School District

Austin Travis County Integral Care

Capital Metro

Central Health

City of Austin

Community Justice Council

One Voice Central Texas

Seton Family of Hospitals

St. David’s Foundation

St. Edward’s University

Travis County

United Way Capital Area

University of Texas at Austin

Workforce Solutions - Capital Area

TRACKING OUR PROGRESS TOGETHER

CAN Partners work together 
to build a community of 
equity and opportunity.

dashboard 2010community
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action

community

The Community Action Network appointed a 
Dashboard Steering Committee in 2009 comprised 
of people who represent a broad array of issues 
including health and human services, education, 
workforce, mental health and criminal justice. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
This Committee used as its starting point the 
work of many collaborations in our community 
and around the nation that have developed out-
comes and indicators to measure community 
progress. The committee began with more than 
80 key indicators and, over the course of several 
meetings, condensed these to the 16 indicators 
included in this report.  The Dashboard Steering 
Committee will continue to work with the CAN 
Board of Directors to enrich this annual report.

Now that key indicators have been identified, the 
Dashboard Steering Committee will work with 
community stakeholders to examine the indicators 
in more detail.  CAN Community Council televised 
forums throughout the year will highlight informa-
tion about each of these indicators and about local 
initiatives to move these indicators in the right direc-
tion.  For more information, visit www.caction.org.
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moving to action

http://www.caction.org
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OUR COMMUNITY VISION

We have the education, skills and opportunities to achieve our full 
potential and lead meaningful, joyful lives.

We have adequate income, resources and supports to live 
independent lives.

We live in a community where the basic needs of all are met.

We live in affordable and stable housing with access to open space 
and public amenities.

We have safe, affordable, accessible and reliable transportation.

We live, work, learn and play in accessible, safe, clean and healthy 
physical environments.

We have adequate nutrition and achieve and maintain optimal 
physical and behavioral health.

We are free from abuse, neglect, crime, violence and injustice.

We respect and value diversity.

We are aware, socially connected, and contribute to our 
neighborhoods, individual communities, and the community at 
large.

We have the opportunity and willingness to lead by utilizing our 
talents, passions and interests to improve the community.

The first step in creating a community dashboard was to agree where we are headed together.  CAN 
looked to the work of the Austin Equity Commission, the Central Texas Sustainability Indicators Proj-
ect, and the Kirwan Institute’s Geography of Opportunity project as well as other national reports to 
identify the  issues that help shape a community’s well-being.  Throughout 2008, members of the 
CAN community identified collective goals for all people in our community.  The dashboard indica-
tors are designed to measure whether or not we are moving closer to this shared community vision.

LEARN MORE | our community vision

The Austin Equity Commission released the report “Improving the Odds: Increasing Opportunities in Austin” in August 2001. 
 
The Central Texas Sustainability Indicators Project tracks indicators on economics, education, health, environment and other 
quality of life issues for a six county area.
 
The Kirwan Institute conducted a Central Texas Opportunity Mapping Initiative in 2007.  This geography of opportunity 
model acknowledges that indicators work together to impact the ability for individuals and families to succeed.
 
The National Association of Planning Councils released a 2005 report on “Leading Social Indicators” that communities can 
track to identify community needs and to measure progress in addressing those needs.

WE ACHIEVE
OUR FULL
POTENTIAL

OUR BASIC 
NEEDS
ARE MET

WE ARE 
HEALTHY

WE ARE SAFE, 
JUST AND 
ENGAGED

http://www.caction.org/reports/AEC_Final_Report_8.23.01.pdf
http://www.centex-indicators.org
http://kirwaninstitute.org/research/projects/centtxoppmap.php
http://www.socialindicators.com/documents/NAPC_SocialIndicators.pdf
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Children in Austin ISD enter kindergarten 
ready for school

Percent Austin ISD students who graduate 
from high school in four years

Percent Austin ISD graduates who are 
“college ready”

Unemployment rate for Travis County

Percent people in Travis County who are low 
income (below 200% of the federal poverty level)

Percent of Travis County households that are 
“cost burdened” (pay 30% or more of income for 
housing)

Percent receiving homeless housing services 
who moved into “safe and stable” housing

Vehicle miles traveled per capita in 
Travis County

Percent under age 65 in Travis County with 
no health insurance

Percent of adults in Austin MSA who report 5 or 
more “poor mental health days”

Percent adults in Austin MSA who are smokers

Percent of adults in Austin MSA who are obese

Attainment of EPA ozone standards

Violent crime rate in Travis County

Proportionality of arrest demographics in Travis 
County to overall population

Proportionality of voter turnout in Travis County 
by race and ethnicity as compared to overall 
population

The Community Dashboard of key social indicators was developed by the Dashboard Steering Committee 
of the Community Action Network and approved by the CAN Board of Directors in 2009.

The Austin-Round Rock Metropolitan Statistical Area (MSA) includes Bastrop, 
Caldwell, Hays, Travis and Williamson Counties.w
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community indicator 2010 report

under 
development

74% for the 
Class of 2008

50% in 2008

7% in November 
2009

32% in 2008

37% in 2008

under review

17 miles per day 
in 2009

24% in 2008

18% in 2008

20% in 2008

23% in 2008

Attainment

432 per 100,000 
population in 2008

Disproportionate

Disproportionate
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WE ACHIEVE OUR FULL POTENTIAL

Public investments in early education can have 
a tremendous impact on a child’s future learn-
ing potential.  Austin’s E3 Alliance notes that 
every dollar invested in ensuring Central Texas 
children enter kindergarten ready to learn will be 
returned over 13 times. There is currently no ad-
equate way to measure school readiness among 
children entering public schools.   The E3 Alliance 
is working with the Region XIII Education Service 
Center to develop one.  Measures of social, emo-
tional and cognitive skills are being piloted this 
school year.  Learn more about these efforts at 
The Blueprint for Educational Change website.

According to the American Community Survey, the median income for high school graduates is approxi-
mately $26,000 compared to $19,000 for persons without a high school diploma.  The Alliance for Excel-
lent Education reports that, in addition to earning higher wages than dropouts, high school graduates live 
longer, are less likely to be teen parents and are more likely to raise healthier, better-educated children.

children enter kindergarten
ready for school

74% of Austin ISD students graduate 
from high school in four years

The four year graduation rate is the percentage of students in a class of beginning ninth graders who 
graduate from any public school by their anticipated graduation date. Austin ISD’s high school gradua-
tion rate is the lowest of the five largest school districts in the Austin-Round Rock Metropolitan Statistical 
Area (MSA).  Visit the TEA Division of Accountability Research for more information about this data.  

(under development)
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Four Year Graduation Rate

source: texas education agency

Round Rock ISD

Pflugerville ISD

Hays CISD

Leander ISD

Texas

Austin ISD

http://www.theblueprintforeducationalchange.org/goals/goal_1.html
http://www.co.travis.tx.us/health_human_services/research_planning/documents/Travis_County_Snapshot_ACS_2008.pdf
http://www.all4ed.org/files/archive/publications/HighCost.pdf
http://www.all4ed.org/files/archive/publications/HighCost.pdf
http://ritter.tea.state.tx.us/acctres/entry.html
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According to the E3 Alliance, to succeed in the 
21st century and build a world-class economy, 
Central Texas must have well prepared gradu-
ates - those who have the academic skills, cre-
ativity, and job skills needed to succeed in life.  
 
This college readiness indicator, developed by 
the Texas Education Agency, measures the per-
centage of high school graduates who meet or 
exceed the college-ready criteria on the TAKS 
exit-level test, the SAT test, or the ACT test.  Col-
lege readiness rates among the five largest 
school districts in the MSA range from 38% in 
the Hays CISD to 66% in the Round Rock ISD.  
Austin ISD has a college readiness rate of 50%.  
 
The Austin Chamber of Commerce works with se-
lect Central Texas districts to gather similar data for 
high school seniors.  The Chamber’s college readi-
ness initiatives target students who need extra help 
to become “college ready” before they graduate.

50% of Austin ISD graduates 
were “college ready.”

60%

70%

50%

40%

30%

20%

10%

0%

class of 2006 class of 2007 class of 2008

% of High School Graduates
that are College Ready

source: texas education agency

Round Rock ISD

Pflugerville ISD

Hays CISD

Leander ISD

Texas

Austin ISD

http://www.theblueprintforeducationalchange.org/goals/goal_3.html
http://ritter.tea.state.tx.us/perfreport/aeis/2009/glossary.html
http://www.austinchamber.com/DoBusiness/GreaterAustinProfile/education.html
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Workforce Solutions—Capital Area uses the un-
employment rate as a barometer of the region’s 
economic health.  A low unemployment rate 
indicates strong economic activity with busi-
nesses running at a high capacity. The Brookings 
Institute has found that unemployment causes 
steep reductions in family income. Rapid increases 
in unemployment, such as those that have oc-
curred during the current economic recession, lead 
to substantial increases in community poverty. 

LEARN MORE* | we achieve our full potential

The Austin Independent School District’s Strategic Plan 2010-2015 includes goals related to the graduation rate and college 
readiness, both indicators on the CAN dashboard.

The Truancy Plus Subcommittee of Austin ISD, the City of Austin, and Travis County is working to identify ways to improve 
school attendance and address truancy.
 
The Ready By 21 Coalition has worked with nonprofit organizations and other collaborations to develop a detailed dashboard 
of outcomes and indicators for children and youth.  
 
United Way Capital Area’s Success by 6 “Child Well-Being Report Card” is an annual report of child well-being in Austin and 
Travis County.
 
E3 Alliance Blueprint for Educational Change seeks to improve educational outcomes across the Central Texas region from 
pre-k through college through a collaborative process that engages parents, students, school personnel and members of the 
larger community.  
 
Austin Chamber Community Education Progress Reports compares progress on a number of indicators across Central Texas 
school districts.

The Central Texas Afterschool Network collaborates to support services to children and their families during out-of-school 
times. 

The Literacy Coalition of Central Texas is a coalition of agencies that provide workplace literacy, adult basic education and 
other services to create a central Texas community that is 100% literate, employable, and engaged. 
 
*The “Learn More” sections of this report highlight research, related indicator projects and collaborative initiatives that impact these indicators.

7% of Travis County residents
were unemployed in November 2009

CAN is committed to both regional economic 
health and preventing increases in poverty and 
has added this indicator to the dashboard to moni-
tor the ability of those who seek employment to 
find work.  The unemployment rate in the City of 
Austin, Travis County, the Austin MSA, the state and 
the nation has increased significantly since 2007.  
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Unemployment Rates - November

source: texas education agency

Austin Round Rock MSA
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Travis County
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City of Austin

http://www.wfscapitalarea.com/
http://www.brookings.edu/opinions/2009/0210_poverty_stimulus_blank.aspx
http://www.brookings.edu/opinions/2009/0210_poverty_stimulus_blank.aspx
http://www.austinisd.org/inside/initiatives/strategic_plan/powerofus/
http://www.readyby21austin.org/documents/PriorityOutcomesIndicatorsDataBookJan2010rev.pdf
http://www.unitedwaycapitalarea.org/our_work/sb6/documents/2007_SB6_report_card.pdf
http://www.theblueprintforeducationalchange.org/
http://www.austinchamber.com/TheChamber/AboutTheChamber/edu_initiatives.html
http://www.ctanweb.org/
http://www.cymhpp-ctx.org/
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32% of Travis County residents
were low income in 2008

A family is considered to be low-income if they 
earn 200% of the federal poverty level according 
to the National Center for Children in Poverty. 
This amounts to $42,400 for a family of four.  
 
Austin’s Center for Public Policy Priorities does 
an analysis of what it takes for families to live in 
Texas’ major metropolitan areas. According to this 
analysis, a family in the Austin metro area with two 
parents and two children without employer-spon-
sored health insurance would have needed to earn 
$53,080 in 2007 to pay for housing, food, child care, 
medical costs, transportation and other necessities.

The National Center for Children in Poverty 
reports that children who grow up in low in-
come homes often experience difficulties 
later in life, such as dropping out of school, 
poor health, and poor employment outcomes.

Nearly one-third of Travis County residents, 311,005 
people, were low-income in 2008. The rate was 
even higher for residents of the City of Austin.
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source: texas education agency

Austin Round Rock MSA
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http://www.nccp.org/publications/pub_876.html
http://www.cppp.org/fbe/
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37% of Travis County households

Travis County residents

 were “cost burdened” in 2008

traveled 17 daily vehicle miles
per capita

This indicator monitors our reliance on cars, buses 
and other vehicles.  The Sustainable Development 
Indicators-Interagency Workgroup reports on 
the significance of this indicator.  In areas where 
there is urban sprawl, significant population in-
creases, and employment growth, people find 
themselves making more frequent and longer 
road trips.  This can strain roadway capacity, force 
communities to build more roads, increase sur-
face water runoff, and increase fuel consumption 
that contributes to air pollution. Also, people that 
drive more daily vehicle miles per day have less 
time for family, friends, and other social activities.    
 
In fiscal year 2009, Travis County residents 
traveled an average of 17 miles in their ve-
hicles each day.  This is lower than the aver-
age number of daily vehicle miles traveled 
per capita for the other counties in our MSA.

The U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development considers households that spend 30% or 
more of their income on housing expenses to be “cost burdened.” This indicator helps to quantify the 
concept of affordable housing. In 2008, Travis County had a higher percentage of households that were 
cost-burdened than the MSA, the state, and the nation. The rate for the City of Austin was even higher.

A more complete measure of affordability is one that combines housing and transporta-
tion costs, but this data is not regularly available for our area. A new Brookings study, 
Commuting to Opportunity: The Working Poor and Commuting in the United States, 
found that in Dallas, the only Texas city included in the study, households earning be-
tween $20,000 and $50,000 spent 56% of their total income on housing and transportation. 

Austin Round Rock MSA
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Travis County
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City of Austin
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http://www.sdi.gov/lpBin22/lpext.dll/Folder6/Infobase1/1/3d/478/4d0#JD_NARC2000-Chapter2d5
http://www.sdi.gov/lpBin22/lpext.dll/Folder6/Infobase1/1/3d/478/4d0#JD_NARC2000-Chapter2d5
http://www.hud.gov/offices/cpd/affordablehousing/
http://www.brookings.edu/~/media/Files/rc/reports/2008/0314_transportation_puentes/0314_transportation_puentes.pdf <http://www.brookings.edu/~/media/Files/rc/reports/2008/0314_transportation_puentes/0314_transportation_puentes.pdf
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Percent receiving homeless housing services 

The Ending Community Homelessness Coalition 
(ECHO) conducted a survey of 515 people who were 
homeless in Austin in 2007.  When asked why they 
were homeless, 60% cited unemployment.  The sec-
ond most commonly cited reason was “inability to 
pay rent/mortgage.” Very similar answers were cited 
by the mayors of cities that have seen an increase 
in homelessness.  According to the U.S. Conference 
of Mayors 2008 Status Report on Hunger & Home-
lessness high unemployment and a lack of afford-
able housing were the two most common factors 
cited by cities to explain increased homelessness.  

ECHO coordinates planning to address homeless-
ness in Austin and Travis County and manages 
applications for the funding for homeless services 
and housing that comes to Austin from the U.S. 
Department of Housing and Urban Development 
(HUD).  ECHO oversees the Homeless Manage-
ment Information System (HMIS) that provides 
data on sheltered homeless clients and the ser-
vices they receive.  The chart at right shows that 
almost 7,000 people received services from HUD 
funded housing programs in 2007.  The Dash-
board Steering Committee would like to work 
with ECHO to use HMIS data to track how effec-
tive our community is in helping those who are 
homeless move to safe and stable housing.  The 
data for this information is currently under review.   

LEARN MORE | our basic needs are met

The Basic Needs Coalition of Central Texas is a coalition of agencies that work to secure basic resources, such as food and 
housing, for people in need.  The 2010 Poverty Fact Sheet and Frequently Asked Questions about Basic Needs: A Focus on 
Child Poverty summarize poverty information in our community. 

Local collaborations that provide education and advocate to ensure the basic needs of special needs populations are met 
include the Aging Services Council and the Intellectual and Developmental Disabilities Coalition. 

The Capital Area Regional Transit Coordinating Committee helps coordinate transit and transportation services with health 
and human services. 
 
Travis County Health and Human Services & Veterans Service, Research and Planning Division produces the Travis County 
Snapshot from  American Community Survey 2008, an annual report summarizing U.S. Census data on poverty, education, 
income and other data.  The Department’s Community Impact Report 2009 provides an overview of community conditions in 
Travis County.  
 
The Center for Public Policy Priorities advocates at the state level for policies to improve the safety net for people in need. 
The CPPP’s “Family Budget Estimator” compares what it costs families to live in each of Texas’ major metropolitan areas by 
estimating housing, food, child care, health care, transportation, and other basic expenses.

City of Austin Neighborhood Housing and Community Development’s Comprehensive Housing Markey Study includes a 
housing market analysis and needs assessment of housing available to low to moderate-income residents.

HousingWorks is a local collaboration that advocates for policies to promote affordable housing in all parts of Austin.
 
The Ending Community Homelessness Coalition (ECHO) is dedicated to planning, prioritizing, and developing strategies to 
end homelessness in Austin and Travis County.  ECHO will soon release a new Plan to End Community Homelessness.

who moved into “safe and stable” housing  
(data under review)
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source: ending community homelessness coalition

Travis County

http://caction.org/homeless/documents/ECHOVoicesofHomelessReport_Final.pdf
http://caction.org/homeless/documents/ECHOVoicesofHomelessReport_Final.pdf
http://usmayors.org/pressreleases/documents/hungerhomelessnessreport_121208.pdf
http://usmayors.org/pressreleases/documents/hungerhomelessnessreport_121208.pdf
http://usmayors.org/pressreleases/documents/hungerhomelessnessreport_121208.pdf
http://www.basicneedscoalition.org/
http://www.basicneedscoalition.org/documents/2010PovertyFactsheet.pdf
http://www.caction.org/faqs/BasicNeeds_2010.pdf
http://www.caction.org/faqs/BasicNeeds_2010.pdf
http://www.agingservicescouncil.org/
http://www.iddc-ctx.org/
http://www.capitalareartcc.org/
http://www.co.travis.tx.us/health_human_services/research_planning/documents/Travis_County_Snapshot_ACS_2008.pdf
http://www.co.travis.tx.us/health_human_services/research_planning/documents/Travis_County_Snapshot_ACS_2008.pdf
http://www.co.travis.tx.us/health_human_services/research_planning/publications/2010/Community_Impact_2009/default.asp
http://www.cppp.org/fbe/
http://www.cppp.org/fbe/
http://www.ci.austin.tx.us/housing/downloads/austin_comprehensive_housing_market_study.pdf
http://housingworksaustin.org/mission.php
http://www.austinecho.org/
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A report by the Kaiser Commission on Medicaid 
and the Uninsured entitled “Sicker and Poorer:  
The Consequences of Being Uninsured” con-
cludes that having health insurance improves a 
person’s health and their ability to get an educa-
tion and achieve and maintain productive em-
ployment.  Billions of dollars of uncompensated 
care are provided to the uninsured.  The primary 
source of funding this care, the report states, is 
the U.S. government and, ultimately, tax payers.
 
The U.S. Census Bureau reports that Texas 
has the highest percentage of people who are 
uninsured in the nation.  The percentage of 
uninsured persons in the City of Austin was 
almost as high as the rate for the State of Texas.

Days that include stress, depression, and prob-
lems with emotions are considered “poor 
mental health days” in this Texas Behavioral 
Risk Factor survey. Poor mental health impacts 
health, family relationships and the ability to 
work.  Mental illness can place tremendous emo-
tional and financial burdens on family members.  
 

In 2008, the percent of those in the Austin 
metro area who reported five or more poor 
mental health days was about the same as the 
state rate and was lower than the national rate.  

in Travis County
24% of those under age 65

18% of adults 
in the Austin metro area 

had no health insurance in 2008

 reported five or more “poor mental health days”
within the past month.  

WE ARE HEALTHY
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http://www.kff.org/uninsured/upload/Sicker-and-Poorer-The-Consequences-of-Being-Uninsured-Executive-Summary.pdfhttp:/www.kff.org/uninsured/upload/Sicker-and-Poorer-The-Consequences-of-Being-Uninsured-Executive-Summary.pdf
http://www.kff.org/uninsured/upload/Sicker-and-Poorer-The-Consequences-of-Being-Uninsured-Executive-Summary.pdfhttp:/www.kff.org/uninsured/upload/Sicker-and-Poorer-The-Consequences-of-Being-Uninsured-Executive-Summary.pdf
http://www.census.gov/hhes/www/hlthins/hlthin08/hlthtables08.html
http://www.dshs.state.tx.us/chs/brfss/pages/rf_notes2.shtm
http://www.dshs.state.tx.us/chs/brfss/pages/rf_notes2.shtm
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Austin area is in “attainment” 

20% of adults in the
Austin metro area are smokers

of EPA air quality standards  
Air pollutants can cause a variety of health prob-
lems including breathing problems, cancer, and 
brain and nervous system damage. Air pollution can 
be especially harmful to the very young, the very 
old, and those with certain pre-existing medical 
conditions. Ozone levels have been steadily de-
creasing in Austin over the past ten years, accord-
ing to the Capital Area Council of Governments, 
and the Austin area is currently in attainment of the 
Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) air quality 
standards for ozone that were set in 2008.  However, 
the EPA is currently re-evaluating those standards 
and is expected to tighten them in 2010. It is ques-
tionable whether Austin will be able to maintain 
its attainment status under these new guidelines.

Tobacco use was the leading cause of preventable death in Texas in 2001, according to a re-
port by the Texas Department of State Health Services.  The Centers for Disease Control and 
Prevention estimates the economic burden of tobacco use on our society at more than $96 bil-
lion per year in medical expenditures and another $97 billion per year in lost productivity.  
 
In 2008, adults in the Austin metro area were slightly more likely to smoke than adults in Texas and the U.S. 
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http://www.capcog.org/documents/airquality/reports/2008 AQ Monitoring Report.pdf
http://www.dshs.state.tx.us/chronic/pdf/dipbwrptchronic.pdf
http://www.cdc.gov/nccdphp/publications/aag/osh.htm
http://www.cdc.gov/nccdphp/publications/aag/osh.htm
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23% of adults

were obese in 2008
in the Austin metro area

The Texas Department of State Health Services 
reports that obesity was the second leading cause 
of preventable death in Texas in 2001.  Adults 
who are obese or overweight are at a higher risk 
for coronary disease, type 2 diabetes, and cancer 
according to the National Institutes of Health. 
 
A report by the Texas Comptroller, “Counting 
Costs and Calories: Measuring the Cost of Obe-
sity,” found that overweight and obese Texans 
cost Texas employers an estimated $3.3 billion 
in 2005.  The same report estimated the costs 
to Medicare and Medicaid at $5 billion annually. 

The Austin-Round Rock MSA has a lower 
rate of obesity than the state or the nation.

LEARN MORE | we are healthy

The Integrated Care Collaboration is an alliance of healthcare safety net providers that work together to increase access, 
improve quality and impact financing solutions to provide care to the region’s medically indigent.

The Mayor’s Mental Health Task Force Monitoring Committee, the Behavioral Health Planning Partnership, and the Child 
and Youth Mental Health Planning Partnership are local collaborations that help coordinate behavioral health planning needs. 

The Clean Air Coalition (CAC) Advisory Committee is a working group made up of the staff of regional partners that 
monitors air quality for our area and makes recommendations to improve air quality. 

The Austin Mayor’s Fitness Council promotes physical activity, nutrition, healthy weight, and tobacco-free living.   

Most of these health indicators are also included in the U.S. Department of Health and Human Services’ Healthy People 2010 
initiative.

Children’s Optimal Health is a local initiative that maps health, education, crime and other data to help partner agencies 
analyze trends and mobilize action to improve neighborhoods.

The Austin Tobacco Prevention and Control Coalition works to promote smoking cessation.
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http://www.dshs.state.tx.us/chronic/pdf/dipbwrptchronic.pdf
http://win.niddk.nih.gov/publications/health_risks.htm
http://www.window.state.tx.us/specialrpt/obesitycost/
http://www.window.state.tx.us/specialrpt/obesitycost/
http://www.window.state.tx.us/specialrpt/obesitycost/
http://icc-centex.org/
http://www.mmhtfmc.org/
http://www.behavioralhealth-ctx.org/about/mission.htm
http://www.cymhpp-ctx.org/
http://www.cymhpp-ctx.org/
http://www.capcog.org/divisions/regional-planning/cacac
http://www.ci.austin.tx.us/fitness/
http://www.healthypeople.gov/hp2020/Objectives/TopicAreas.aspx
http://www.healthypeople.gov/hp2020/Objectives/TopicAreas.aspx
http://childrensoptimalhealth.org/initiatives
http://www.ci.austin.tx.us/health/news_smoking.htm
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Violent crime occurred
at a rate of 432 per 100,000 population

in Travis County in 2008

WE ARE SAFE, JUST AND ENGAGED

Victims of violent crime face tangible costs of 
over $17 billion annually because of medical and 
mental health care expenses, lost productivity, 
and property damage according to a report by 
the National Institute of Justice. If  the intangible 
costs of reduced quality of life, pain, and suffering 
are added to this, the total rises to $330 billion. 
 
This indicator is on the CAN community 
dashboard not only so our community can 
monitor the violent crime rate, but also to cre-
ate opportunities for community conversations 
about issues related to violent crime such as the 
factors that drive violent crime in our community.  
 
The rate of violent crime in Travis County was 
below the state and nation in 2008. Crime rates in 
large cities are often higher than those in suburban 
and rural communities. The Austin Police Depart-
ment reports that Austin’s rate of 532 violent 
crimes per 100,000 residents was lower than the 
rate of 996 for other U.S. cities of comparable size.
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http://www.ncjrs.gov/pdffiles/victcost.pdf
http://www.caction.org/research_reports/reports/AnnualCrimeTrafficReport2008.pdf
http://www.caction.org/research_reports/reports/AnnualCrimeTrafficReport2008.pdf
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The arrests of African Americans in Travis 
County in 2008 were disproportionate to the 
demographic distribution of the total popula-
tion.   While African Americans comprised 8% of 
the total population, they accounted for 23% of 
arrests.  The White population comprised 52% of 
the total population in 2008 and 44% of arrests. 
 
This data raises questions about what causes certain 
populations to enter our criminal justice population 
with greater frequency.  Responsibility for this out-
come does not lie solely with the criminal justice 
system.  We as a community must learn more about 
what this data means and how we can work together 
to make sure certain segments of our population are 
not over-represented in the criminal justice system. 

Arrests are not
proportionate for all races
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Voter turnoutis disproportionate
The Nonprofit Voter Engagement Network 
explains that who votes and who does not vote 
impacts who elected officials pay attention to, the 
course of public policy and the quality of American 
democracy.  It also impacts civic participation of all 
kinds.  People who don’t vote are less likely to self-
identify as stakeholders in their communities.  They 
are less likely to volunteer, contact their elected 
officials or participate in public life.  Frequent vot-
ers, on the other hand, are more likely to engage 
in community affairs, serve on boards and com-
missions and even enter public service themselves.

Data on voter turnout by ethnicity is not collected 
or reported by government entities and is only 
available through exit poll surveys conducted by 
private research firms. A comparison of voting 
data by Opinion Analysts with population data 
from the American Community Survey shows that 
voter turnout in Travis County was disproportion-
ate in 2008. While those who identified as White, 
Asian or Other represented 80% of the total vot-
ing population, they comprised 57% of the overall 
population.  Hispanics and African Americans 
were underrepresented in the voting booths. 

LEARN MORE | we are safe, just and engaged

Travis County’s Criminal Justice Planning Department provides data analysis and does community planning around issues of 
public safety.
 
The Capital Area Council of Governments (CAPCOG) Statistical Overview includes other crime data, including property 
crime, juvenile crime, and victimization.  

The Austin/Travis County Victim Services Task Force is a local planning body for issues related to violent crime victimization 
and services to victims of violent crime.

The Austin/Travis County Family Violence Task Force works to reduce domestic violence and promote community safety. For 
more information contact Joann.Thurman@lifeworksweb.org.

The Austin/Travis County Reentry Roundtable implements collaborative strategies for the effective reintegration of formerly 
incarcerated people into the community. 
 
The Annette Strauss Institute for Civic Participation at the University of Texas at Austin promotes research on ways to 
improve and sustain civic participation.
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http://nonprofitvote.org/Voter-Turnout-Gaps.html
http://www.co.travis.tx.us/criminal_justice/Research_planning/default.asp
http://www.capcog.org/documents/CriminalJustice/StatisticalOverview_Travis_County.pdf
http://www.atcvstf.org/
mailto:Joann.Thurman%40lifeworksweb.org?subject=
http://www.atc-reentryroundtable.org/about.htm
http://communication.utexas.edu/strauss/
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Community Dashboard 2010 is the first of what will 
be an annual report to the community by Commu-
nity Action Network. CAN would like to thank the 
members of the Dashboard Steering Committee 
who held many meetings throughout 2009 and who 
continue to monitor the progress of this initiative in 
an advisory capacity to the CAN Board of Directors.  

John Michael Cortez, Capital Metro
Ashton Cumberbatch, Seton Family of Hospitals
Frances Deviney, Center for Public Policy Priorities
Sherri Fleming, Travis County Health and Human Services and Veterans Affairs
Darla Gay, Travis County District Attorney’s Office
Susan Gehring, City of Austin Health and Human Services Department
Bill Gill, Capital Area Council of Governments
Roger Jefferies, Travis County Criminal Justice
Anjum Khurshid, Integrated Care Collaboration 
Louise Lynch, Austin Travis County Integral Care
Emily de Maria, United Way Capital Area
Diane Miller, Envision Central Texas
Amy Wong Mok, CAN Community Council
Beth Peck, Central Health
Chris King, Ray Marshall Center University of Texas at Austin
Ryan Robinson, City of Austin 
Bob Rutishauser, Workforce Solutions-Capital Area
Jim Walker, Central Texas Sustainability Indicators Project & UT Austin
Michael Wilson, St. David’s Foundation

Dashboard
Steering Committee

CAN’s role in the community is to enhance aware-
ness of community issues and support collabora-
tion to maximize our community’s resources and 
the impact of our efforts to help individuals and 
families.  The annual Community Dashboard 
report will help us track how we are doing and 
where we need to focus our energy and resources.

2010dashboard 2010

in the community

community

CAN’s role
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information
for more

design by: 

For more information about Community Action Network, visit www.caction.org.

Questions about CAN’s community dashboard initiative should be directed to:

Mary Dodd at mary.dodd@austinisd.org or
Vanessa Sarria at vsarria@austinisd.org

Questions about data in this report should be directed to:

Chantel Bottoms at chantel.bottoms@austinisd.org

www.envision-creative.com

www.caction.org
mailto:mary.dodd%40austinisd.org?subject=
mailto:vsarria%40austinisd.org?subject=
mailto:chantel.bottoms%40austinisd.org?subject=
www.envision-creative.com
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