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CAN Community Council Meeting Minutes, 05/16/2016 
 
Community Council Members in Attendance: Laura Griebel, Michelle Casanova, Caroline Reynolds, Blythe 
Plunkett, Rolando Delgado, Monica Guzmán, Hunter Ellinger, Terry Wilt, Michelle Zadrozny, Eileen Schrandt, 
Carmen Luevanos, Leslie Puckett, Anne Harutunian, Kirsha Haverlah, Paulina Urbanowicz, , Laura Poskochil, Ara 
Merjanian, Michael Willard,  

Members not present: Christopher Araujo, Celso Baez, Rhonda Douglas, Nancy Gilliam, Vincent Harding, 
Courtney Horm, Molly Latham, Mary Katherine Matalon, Stacey Mather, Elizabeth Moore Gloria Souhami,  

Staff in Attendance: Raul Alvarez, Carlos Soto 

Other guests: Paul DiGiuseppe, Jonathan Tomko 

Call to Order and Introductions: Chair Eileen Schrandt called the meeting to order at 5:37 PM p.m. Members 
introduced themselves and shared announcements 

Citizens’ Communication: none 

Approval of Minutes: The minutes of April 18, 2016 were unanimously approved.  

Chair Update: Chair Eileen Schrandt  
 
CAN Executive Director Update:  Raul Alvarez updated on the CAN work plan items. Tomorrow is the first 
community dialogue on bridging the economic divide. According to Alvarez, about 50 people signed up who will work 
together to discuss relevant issues for building a community of equity and opportunity, taking place at First United 
Methodist Church Family Life Center. Two more are scheduled for June. Wednesday there is a meeting scheduled to 
plan for the regional summit to take place in late October or early November. Topics for the summit are transportation, 
affordability, and workforce developments. Alvarez also shared a draft of a document he prepared by coalescing the 
information gleaned from meetings held previously with a number of stakeholders, and created a summary of some 
principles about what a person centered community might be for councilmembers to evaluate and share feedback. Also, 
June 2 CAN will publish the dashboard, and you will be getting email updates about blog posts as those get published. 
 
Building a person-centered community: Eileen Schrandt introduced guest speakers Paul DiGiuseppe, of the City 
of Austin Planning and Development Review Department, CodeNEXT, and Jonathan Tomko, of the City of Austin 
Neighborhood Housing & Community Development. Tomko began by explaining his work with Austin’s first Housing 
Plan. Some of the outreach that was done for the plan includes 13 community conversations throughout Austin, with 
over 150 attendees, 1300 responses to an online and paper survey, and a mailable or downloadable conversation kit. 
Tomko also discussed some of the successes and challenges they have encountered in their work, and how it seems like 
the community feels like there is recurring outreach but not enough policy results. DiGiuseppe continued by 
introducing Derek Nicholas, a colleague with a background on public information who is helping with outreach for 
CodeNEXT, and mentioning how many of initiatives such as CodeNEXT that the city works on actually help implement 
the Imagine Austin comprehensive plan. Some of the questions the city is seeking to answer by means of community 
outreach include: How can our zoning code affect people and how can we do that in a positive matter? How can we 
use city code to help promote affordability?  
 
Tomko mentioned how in one community outreach exercise that took place at a certain low-income housing 
development in close proximity to public transportation, they learned that the city required developers to have the 
same ratio of parking spaces to housing units as any other multi-family development. When the tenants moved in, only 
12 of them actually had cars to put in the spaces. Had the city planned more carefully, more low-income housing units 
could have been built. In order to address some of the consequences of Austin’s rapid growth, the city is looking to 
revise the code in its first revision in land development code since 1984. The 48,000 unit affordable housing gap would 
cost billions of dollars to alleviate, so it would be best if regulations can be used to stimulate private sector to help solve 
problem. 
Some of the questions/concerns raised by Community Council members and addressed by the presenters include: 
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 Regarding outreach activities & events and the attendees present, there was a concern that the attendees might 
not be representative of the community. 

 How can the different stakeholders present help outreach efforts be more effective? 

 The feeling that the city’s priorities and the community members’ priorities don’t overlap. 

 How is CodeNEXT approaching the housing conundrum in centrally located neighborhoods while helping to 
develop policies to avoid pricing owners out of the neighborhoods where they have lived for years? 

 How are issues related to mobility and housing being addressed by CodeNEXT? 

 What kinds of training had the presenters received on person centered approaches, and are there any standards 
we can align ourselves with? 

 
Schrandt had to stop questions due to time. Further questions can be sent to her and she will forward to speakers. 
 
Derek Nicholas mentioned the RoadShow program that people can sign up online to have the city send out 
speakers/presenters and cover any topics desired. 
 
CAN Community Council – Committee Work: Eileen Schrandt & Ara Merjanian discussed finalizing the months 
the Learning Sessions are to take place, with sights set on August and October. Following that, a brief discussion about 
determining standards for person centered care and the possibility of arranging for training for community council 
members on how to best carry out a person centered approach. 
 
Adjournment:   Eileen Schrandt adjourned the meeting at 7:37 p.m.  


