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DASHBOARD STEERING COMMITTEE

The CAN Dashboard indicators, 
goals and targets are adopted by 
the CAN Board of Directors, with 

recommendations from a 
Dashboard Steering Committee, 

which reviews the data each year 
and makes recommendations for 

improvements.

For more information, visit

www.dashboard.canatx.org



DEMOGRAPHICS

• The Austin MSA topped 2 million for 
the first time in 2015

• Travis County accounts for 1.2 million 

• About 30% of all people in the five-
county MSA are “low-income”

• $48,000 for a family of four 
with two adults 

• $38,000 for a family with two 
children and one adult. 

• 30% to 50% of all people in medium 
blue areas earn less than this amount

• More than half of all people in 
darkest blue areas earn less than this 
amount



DEMOGRAPHICS

Source: American Community Survey 1-Year Estimates

• No majority

• 49% White

• 34% Hispanic

• 9% Black

• 6% Asian

• Older people are 70% White

• 47% of children are Hispanic



DEMOGRAPHICS

There are stark disparities in educational attainment and income. 

Source: American Community Survey 1-Year Estimates



ARE WE SAFE, JUST 
& ENGAGED?

• Crime rate continues to decline

• Black residents are disproportionately 
booked into jail

• Voting participation is up, especially 
for Hispanic voters





• The crime rate in Travis County 
has decreased by 25% over the 
past five years

• Property crime (burglary, theft, 
and auto theft) declined by 26%

• Violent crime (murder, robbery, 
aggravated assault and rape) 
declined by 6%

3,677CRIME occurred at a rate of

OFFENSES PER 100,000 PEOPLE



NOT PROPORTIONATEJail bookings are
for all races and ethnicities

21% of people booked into Travis County 
jail are Black, but only 8% of Travis 
County’s adult population are Black

“IF CURRENT TRENDS CONTINUE, 

1 OF EVERY 3 BLACK AMERICAN MALES 

BORN TODAY CAN EXPECT TO GO TO 

PRISON IN HIS LIFETIME.”

The Sentencing Project

1 3

Source: American Community Survey 1-Year Estimates 

and Travis County Sheriff’s Office



61
% of the Travis County citizen voting age population 

VOTED in 2016

Percent of Citizen Adult 

Population Participating in the 2016 

Presidential Election

Source: Travis County Elections Division 

and American Community Survey 

Target for 2020 Election

• Young people and people of color 
are least likely to vote

• People who are White and older are 
most likely to vote

• 2016 voter turnout was higher than 
the last presidential election, but not 
as high as in 2008

• There was a 67% increase in the 
number of Hispanics in Travis County 
who voted



ARE OUR BASIC 
NEEDS MET?

• Percent who live below the federal 
poverty level declined, however 
disparities remain

• Residents who are housing cost 
burdened declined, but low-income 
renters are cost burdened

• Percent who drive alone to work 
increased

• One-fourth of all children are 
“food insecure”





13

of Travis County residents

LIVE IN POVERTY
13%

• The percent of those who live below the 

federal poverty level has declined.

• Disparities by race & 

ethnicity persist, 

especially for children.

More than one-third 

of Black and Hispanic 

children live in poverty. 



13

of Travis County households

ARE HOUSING COST BURDENED
36%

• The percent who are 

housing cost burdened 

has declined.

• Renters are most likely 

to be cost burdened.

• 83% of renter 

households earning 

less than $35K/yr are 

housing cost-burdened.
“Cost-burdened” households pay more than 30% of 

total income for housing.

“Severely cost-burdened households pay more than 

half of total income for housing.



13

of Travis County workers

DROVE ALONE TO WORK
74%

• Almost ¾ of workers 

drive alone to work.

• Cities with lower “drove 

alone” rates rely more 

on public transit 

and other

alternatives. 



13

of Travis County residents

ARE FOOD INSECURE
17%

• Food insecurity rates have 

declined, but are still higher 

than they were five years ago.

• Children are more likely than 

adults to experience

food insecurity.

• About one-fourth of all

children in Travis County 

children are food insecure.
Source: Feeding America

“Food insecure” means people have limited or 

uncertain availability of nutritiously adequate 

and safe food.



13

Travis County residents

EXPERIENCE HOMELESSNESS ON A GIVEN DAY
2,036

• The annual Point-in-Time count identified 

over 2,000 people who were staying in 

emergency shelter, transitional housing, or 

living on the streets.

• More than 7,000 people 

received services at some 

point during the year.

• 42% of homeless population 

are Black.

Source: ECHO

Point-in-Time Count of People 

Experiencing Homelessness 



ARE WE HEALTHY?

• More people have health 
insurance.

• People who low-income and Black 
are most likely to report poor 
mental health, experience obesity, 
and smoke.

• Travis County had 239 good air 
quality days.





• The percent of Travis County 
residents under the age of 65 who 
are UNINSURED decreased from 
21% in 2011 to 16% in 2015

• Blacks are twice as likely as Whites 
to be uninsured.

• Hispanics are four times as likely as 
Whites to have no health insurance.

• 31% of people who are low-income 
have no health insurance.

of people under the age of 65 in Travis County

HAVE NO HEALTH INSURANCE
16%

Source:  2015 American Community Survey 

1-Year Estimates 



• The percent of Travis County adults 
reporting poor mental health has 
increased slightly since 2011.

• More than one-fourth of all people 
earning less than $25,000 a year 
report poor mental health 

• Almost one-fourth of Black adults 
also report poor mental health.

of Travis County adults

REPORT POOR MENTAL HEALTH
19%

Source: Texas Behavioral Risk Factor 

Surveillance System and Austin Public Health



• Black adults have higher rates of 
obesity than adults of other races or 
ethnicities.

• Austin Public Health reports that 
Blacks are also most likely to die 
due to heart disease and diabetes 
– diseases that are more prevalent 
among people who are overweight 
or obese.

of Travis County adults

ARE OBESE
24%

Source: Texas Behavioral Risk Factor 

Surveillance System and Austin Public Health



• Travis County had 239 days of 
GOOD air quality and 10 days when 
air quality was UNHEALTHY for 
sensitive groups.

• People sensitive to poor 
air quality include 
children, older adults, 
and people who exercise 
or work outdoors.

days with 

GOOD AIR QUALITY
239

Source: EPA Outdoor Air Quality Index Report



• Black adults have higher rates of 
obesity than adults of other races or 
ethnicities.

• Austin Public Health reports that 
Blacks are also most likely to die 
due to heart disease and diabetes 
– diseases that are more prevalent 
among people who are overweight 
or obese.

of Travis County adults

ARE OBESE
24%

Source: Texas Behavioral Risk Factor 

Surveillance System and Austin Public Health



DO WE ACHIEVE 
OUR FULL POTENTIAL?

• Educational disparities exist from 
Pre-K through college and 
employment

• Racial gaps have closed somewhat 
in high school graduation rates but 
persist in college success

• Unemployment rates have declined 
for all racial and ethnic groups, but 
disparities remain.





• Less than half of Central Texas 
kindergarteners are school-
ready.

• This rate has fallen over the past 
five years.

• 28% of low-income children were 
school-ready in 2016, compared 
to 63% of moderate and high-
income children

46
%

of kindergarteners

ARE SCHOOL READY

Source: E3 Alliance



• Graduation rates have improved 
for all groups, and the gaps by 
race and ethnicity have narrowed.

91
%

of Central Texas students

GRADUATE FROM HIGH SCHOOL



• Less than half of Central Texas 
High School graduates who enroll 
in a Texas college earn a degree 
or credential within 6 years.

• Hispanic and Black students 
achieve this college success 
measure at lower rates than Asian 
and White students.

• Over the past five years, Hispanic 
students’ college success rate has 
improved by more than 20%.

49% of Central Texas college students

EARN A DEGREE WITHIN 6 YEARS

Source: E3 Alliance

Central Texas HS Graduates Who Earn a 

Post-Secondary Credential Within Six Years



• After reaching a high of 6.8% in 2010, 
unemployment has fallen steadily.

• The 2015 unemployment rate was 10% for 
Blacks, two-times the 5% rate for White 
residents. The rate for Hispanics was 7%.

• An analysis of CAPCOG wage data and 
CPPP estimates for what it takes to make 
ends meet in Austin, shows that 66% of 
jobs created over the past ten years do not 
pay enough to support a family with one 
adult and two children.

3.1%
of Central Texas job seekers

ARE UNEMPLOYED



WHAT STANDS OUT FOR YOU?

1. What data point causes 
you the most concern?

2. What is already being 
done to impact this?

3. What more do you think 
our community can do?



SCHEDULE A PRESENTATION

contact

Raul Alvarez 
ralvarez@canatx.org

or

Mary Dodd

mary.dodd@austinisd.org

visit

www.dashboard.canatx.org
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