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Texas ranks . . . 
43rd State for Kids

National Kids Count 2016 State Rankings



Every child is healthy, well-
educated and financially secure.



All 7.1 
million 

of them!



Every child is healthy, well-
educated and financially secure.
Every child



“It’s not race, it’s poverty.”



18 Percent of Travis Co. children live in poverty
(<$24,000 per year for a family of four)

Child poverty rate by race-ethnicity, 2015 ACS, Census Bureau



18 Percent of Travis Co. children live in poverty
(<$24,000 per year for a family of four)

Black 32%

Hispanic 28%

White 5%

Asian 4%

Child poverty rate by race-ethnicity, 2015 ACS, Census Bureau







Total poverty rate by census tract, 2010-2014

Travis County



Child population by race/ethnicity, 2010 (By Census tract, 1 dot = 1 child) 

Travis County







“It’s not race, it’s poverty.”and



Policy matters.



Every child is healthy, well-
educated and financially secure.

healthy,



Child uninsured rates, 2009-2014

Hispanic, 17%

White, 5%  Asian, 5%

Black, 4%

Total, 10%

Travis Co uninsured rates have improved for children of 
all races and ethnicities.



• 67% people of color
• 55% female
• 33% adults with 

dependent children

The Coverage Gap

766,000 – 864,000 
adults in Texas



Every child is healthy, well-educated
and financially secure.

well-educated



Travis County high school completion rates, 2009-2014

Achievement measures are important for evaluating 
progress towards equity.

Hispanic, 85%

Asian, 93%
White, 93%

Black, 84%

Total, 88%
Multiracial, 92%



How do you measure the 
“opportunity gap”?



Travis Co data, Texas Education Agency

Huge property wealth disparities across Travis Co.



Black &
Hispanic

White

Travis Co data, Texas Education Agency

Travis Co. property wealth disparities related to race-ethnicity



What can we do?





We Dare Texas to . . . 

 Use racial-ethnic data 
when developing local, 
state, and federal policies



We Dare Texas to . . . 
Preserve and increase 
access to affordable and 
comprehensive health 
insurance 



We Dare Texas to . . . 

 Make school funding 
more adequate and 
equitable.



#KidsCount



Making Texas #1 for kids is our moon shot!



Resources

2016 State of Texas Children Annual 
Kids Count Report

2016 Austin Snapshot

Other Local Snapshots

forabettertexas.org/kidscount



datacenter.kidscount.org



We believe in a Texas 
that offers everyone the chance 

to compete and succeed in life. 

We envision a Texas
where everyone is healthy, 

well-educated, and financially secure.

@CPPP_TX


