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HousingWorks Austin is a nonprofit 501 (c) 3 organization that 

conducts research, educational initiatives and advocacy around 

housing affordability. It was formed by a group of  housing advocates 

following the passage of  the first dedicated housing bonds in 2006.   

HousingWorks Austin 



All Kinds of Homes,

in All Parts of Town,

for All Kinds of People. 











Median 
Family 
Income

Median 
Home Price

Average 
Rent Per 
Month

Cost-
Burdened 

Households

Extremely Cost-
Burdened 

Households

Bastrop $92,732 $370,967 $1,478 24% 11%

Caldwell $76,740 $290,000 $1,253 23% 11%

Hays $100,644 $399,999 $1,632 36% 17%

Travis $119,793 $525,000 $1,605 34% 15%

Williamson $119,776 $440,000 $1,445 29% 11%

2023 Five-County MSA Cost of Living

•  In 2023, the median home sale price decreased from $503,000 to 

$468,000, and average rent fell from $1,673 to $1,577 in the MSA.



2020 2021 2022 2023
2-year Pct 
Increase

Bastrop 787 775 782 951 23%

Caldwell 713 681 963 1,007 48%

Hays 4,749 4,889 5,921 6,533 34%

Travis 46,375 52,633 58,150 67,298 28%

Williamson 6,462 7,257 8,331 9,536 31%

2023 Five-County MSA Subsidized Affordable Housing Units 

• Travis County continues to contain a 79% majority of the region’s 

subsidized affordable housing.



2023 Five-County MSA Commute Time

Commute Time Under 15 Minutes 15 -30 Minutes 30 - 60 Minutes Over 60 Minutes
Bastrop County 18% 21% 42% 20%
Caldwell County 24% 22% 34% 20%
Hays County 23% 28% 36% 13%
Travis County 21% 41% 32% 6%
Williamson County 20% 37% 36% 8%
Austin MSA 21% 37% 34% 8%

• More than 62% of residents in Bastrop County and 54% in Caldwell 

County take more than 30 minutes to commute to and from work

• Residents in Travis County spend relatively less time commuting.



City of Austin

Strategic 

Housing 

Blueprint

Approved by 

Austin City 

Council in 2017



Scorecard for Blueprint Goals

Source at this  link

https://housingworksaustin.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/04/ScorecardDesign_Chosen1-3Goals_2023_122324_v02.pdf


Scorecard for Blueprint Goals

Source at this  link

https://housingworksaustin.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/04/ScorecardDesign_Chosen1-3Goals_2023_122324_v02.pdf


Laurel Creek ApartmentsRow Houses - Mueller Community

Photo credit: Chase Daniel

Developer: Austin Habitat for Humanity Developer: Foundation Communities 



Source at this  link

https://housingworksaustin.org/wp-content/uploads/2024/12/2024_Housing-Bonds_4-pager_FINAL.pdf




$1.08 

billion total 

construction 

impact  

$122 million 
bond funds spent

Economic Impact of the 
2013 and 2018

Affordable Housing Bonds

Leveraged $790 
million additional 

funds

Added 
7,460 jobs

Bought 
supplies

Built and rehabilitated 4,370 homes
~3,700 deeply affordable, 

including 830 permanent supportive homes~ 

Workers spent $609
million in earnings

Construction 
 Phase

For further information go to: 

https://tinyurl.com/2p8j66jf

https://housingworksaustin.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/07/CE-HousingWorks-Final-Version-062322-1.pdf


Total ongoing 

impact of 

$101.3 million  

per year 

Households living in the 

new affordable units saved 

$18.5 million

Generated $25 million by 

providing supportive services

Employed over 700 

workers, including 300 for 

supportive services 

Workers spent over 

$42 million

in income per year

Ongoing 
Annual Impact

Generated almost $60 million 

through operations and 

maintenance

$138.6 million bond 
funds spent

For further information go to: 

https://tinyurl.com/2p8j66jf

https://housingworksaustin.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/07/CE-HousingWorks-Final-Version-062322-1.pdf


Partial Map of 

Bond Properties

Explore complete map 
at this  link

https://housingworksaustin.org/wp-content/uploads/2024/12/2024_Housing-Bonds_4-pager_FINAL.pdf


Thank you!

Q & A?



What is Median Family Income (MFI)?

Refers to the median income of households of varying sizes within a certain 

Metropolitan Statistical Area (MSA), as designated by the U.S. Department of 

Housing and Urban Development (HUD) and updated on an annual basis. 

MFI provides the basis for income limits in subsidized affordable housing. 
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